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Topic

Thesis Statement Purpose: States main idea and/or focus in the last sentence of the 
Introduction Paragraph.

Write various Thesis Statements using the KEYWORDS. The sentence you choose will be the
Concluding Sentence in the Introduction Paragraph.

respond to the ESSAY PROMPT
be clear, specific and arguable
tell both what is to be argued and how it will be argued
never overly opinionated or judgmental
be developed in the SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Purpose: The topic is the subject of the essay. This is the focus of the Thesis Statement.

Thesis Statement Examples
WEAK: The Korean flag is red, white,
and blue and is the best.
STRONG: With the Korean flag's
representation of the nation's core
values, history, and overall impactful
appearance, it is an excellent example
of effective flag design.

Essay Knowledge /  Writing Goals
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

What do I want readers to learn from my essay?
Why do I believe in my Thesis Statement? 
What research questions do I need to answer?
What are opposing views to my Thesis Statement?
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Essay Topic

Essay Prompt

STOP & THINK

Brainstorm

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Final Thesis

Thesis Development Should:

This workbook is designed to help you better
understand the process of writing an academic
research essay. Read and follow the steps
carefully. Let's start with assessing your current
writing ability and knowledge of essay writing. In
the space provided, list things you know and a few
goals for improving your research and writing skills.

WELCOME



Introduction Paragraph
Purpose: The introduction introduces the essay by
focusing the topic, providing context, and detailing the
coming argument through the Thesis Statement.

The Topic Sentence of an Introduction Paragraph introduces the subject
that the research paper is based on.

Draft the Topic Sentence:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence

Supporting Sentences

Concluding Sentence

The Supporting Sentences of an academic essay establishes the
author's credibility, provides context, focus, and details for the argument. 

The Concluding Sentence of the Introduction Paragraph is the
Thesis Statement. It confirms the topic of the essay. 

Does the Topic Sentence clearly state a main idea?
Remember: A Topic Sentence is NOT a Thesis Statement.

My Essay Hook?
The primary question my essay deals with?

Essay Hook
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LET'S
TALK

Have I connected my SUPPORTING SENTENCES to my THESIS STATEMENT?
Does my THESIS STATEMENT match the content of my INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH?
Does my audience know enough information to follow my argument?
Will I have enough information to express my opinion?

Who is my audience?
What is the context of my essay?
What is the primary focus of my essay?
Which key words need to be defined?

AUDIENCE: The intended reader of the essay.

CONTEXT: How to approach the topic.

FOCUS:  What the essay is about and reasons for writing it.

KEY WORDS:  Vocabulary fundamental to the essay.

What will interest the audience in reading the essay? Consider a quote from research,
a relevant fact, or anecdote that is related to the essay.

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Draft Sentences:

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

My approach to my argument?

Do I Know...

WRITING ROADMAP
COMPLETE?

Check Before Writing The Final Draft
Did I discover a better hook?
Are the ideas introduced in the introduction present in the essay?
Is there new information I need to include in the introduction?

Draft the Concluding Sentence:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Return here once you have completed
all pages of the Writing Roadmap

VOCABULARY

?

STOP & THINK



Topic Sentence

These sentences provide Evidence to support the claim of the
paragraph as well as Analysis.

This sentence introduces the main focus of the paragraph and shows the
relationship of each paragraph to the Thesis. 

Concluding Sentence This sentence closes the paragraph. It can summarize the supportive
ideas or can be a final statement about the topic sentence. This further
prepares the audience for the next paragraph.

Research and
Supporting Paragraphs

Purpose: The 'body' of the essay provides evidence
and explanation that supports the Thesis Statement.
Each paragraph is a separate point that offers proof
and/or defense of the thesis.

What claims am I making in this essay?
What evidence is important for supporting
my claim?
Where can I find credible sources to
support my claim?

Do I have credible evidence for each of my claims?
Are my claims defensible?
Does my SUPPORTING PARAGRAPH link to my THESIS STATEMENT?

Supporting Ideas
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EVIDENCE ANALYSIS
Evidence in an academic is generally outside
research from articles, books, journals, or
electronic sources presented as direct
quotations, paraphrased ideas, or statistical
data.

Analysis connects evidence to an essay's
thesis showing why the evidence was chosen
and how supports the argument.

Finding Credible
Sources

Research

Credible Sources are sources of information that we can “trust” in terms of
their truthfulness, accuracy,and objectivity. Research writing, or any writing
done for academic purposes, requires the use of credible sources to support
the central and supporting ideas of the composition. (See pages 7 - 8)

An academic essay requires the author to establish credibility by finding or
conducting research that supports their argument.

References &
Citations

Referencing & Citation refers to the means by which research writers
indicate the sources of information. There are many accepted styles for
publication. This course will use APA. (See pages 9 - 10)

EVIDENCE:  Outside research (see below).

In-text Citations In-text Citations alert the audience to a source or sources that have
informed the writing. Citations vary with referencing formats. This course
will use APA.

Paragraph Format

LET'S
TALK

CLAIM: A statement that needs to be supported by evidence.

VOCABULARY

CREDIBLE SOURCE: Trustworthy information (see above).

STOP & THINK



Credible Sources Reference List
Write all credible sources cited while researching the essay.
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Why is the source credible?
How does the source support the thesis?
Is there a potential quote or paraphrase that can be used?STOP & THINK



Supporting Paragraphs

How to Present My Evidence
Direct Quote?     Paraphrase?      Statistical Data?      Other: _____________________________
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Supporting Paragraph 1
Draft the Topic Sentence:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

List Evidence: (Author / Date) 

Analysis: How does the evidence connect to the thesis?
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Author:
Date:

Author:
Date:

Author:
Date:

Author:
Date:

How to Present My Evidence
Direct Quote?     Paraphrase?      Statistical Data?      Other: _____________________________

Supporting Paragraph 2
Draft the Topic Sentence:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

List Evidence: (Author / Date) 

Analysis: How does the evidence connect to the thesis?
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Author:
Date:

Author:
Date:

Author:
Date:

Author:
Date:

How to Present My Evidence
Direct Quote?     Paraphrase?      Statistical Data?      Other: _____________________________

Supporting Paragraph 3
Draft the Topic Sentence:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

List Evidence: (Author / Date) 

Analysis: How does the evidence connect to the thesis?
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Author:
Date:

Author:
Date:

Author:
Date:

Author:
Date:



 Conclusion Paragraph 
Purpose: The last paragraph closes the essay. Typically, the
writer will summarize the Supporting Ideas and offer a Final
Statement. Some writers close with a question to invite
readers to consider more articles and different points of view.

This part of the paragraph summarizes the Supporting Ideas of the
essay. Restate (paraphrase) the Thesis Statement. 

Solutions
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Recommendations
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Predictions
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

This part of the paragraph offers possible solutions, recommendations,
and/or predictions that might be interesting to the audience. 

This is the last sentence of the essay. Assert your position on the
topic in a clear and concise sentence. 

Be careful NOT to introduce new ideas or examples.
Help the reader better understand the point of the essay.

How can I summarize my essay to only the essential points?
How can I be sure the audience understands my point of view?
What questions might the audience have about the essay?
Will the audience have a better understanding of the topic?

Choose one or more.What's My Expectation?

What are some
solutions to problems

mentioned in the
essay?

What are some
suggestions that

readers can do related
to the essay topic?

What are some
predictions about

something related to
the essay?

Some writers use a sentence with a probing question.
Leave the audience with something interesting to think about.

Have I connected my Conclusion to my Thesis Statement?
Will the audience understand my opinion or position?

Expectation Sentences

Review Sentence

Final Statement
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LET'S
TALK

STOP & THINK

Draft the Review  Sentence

Draft the Review Sentence



Glossary

AUDIENCE: The intended reader of the essay.

CONTEXT: How to approach the topic.

FOCUS: What the essay is about and reasons for writing it.

KEY WORDS: Vocabulary fundamental to the essay.

EVIDENCE: Outside research (see below).

CLAIM: A statement that needs to be supported by evidence.

CREDIBLE SOURCE: Trustworthy information. (page 7)

TOPIC / THESIS: The subject of the essay. (page 1)

THESIS STATEMENT: The main idea or focus of
the essay that supports the topic. (page 1)

INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH: Introduces the
essay, focusing the topic, providing context, and
detailing the coming argument through the thesis
statement. (page 2)

SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS: The body of essay
that provides evidence and explanation that
supports the thesis statement. Each paragraph is a
separate point that offers proof and/or defense of
the thesis. (page 3)

CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH: The last paragraph
of the essay that will summarize the supporting
ideas and offer a final statement. (page 6)

ESSAY HOOK: The way the writer will interest the
audience in reading the essay.

DRAFT: The first attempt of writing that will be
edited and revised later.

ANALYSIS: Carefully considering information to determine
if it is credible and useful to the essay.

Notes

Subject:
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Subject:
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Subject:
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Subject:
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Subject:
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

Professor: ___________________________

Email: ___________________________
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